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A'r"ro:N'T ,~ • 197.~ 

'lhio booklot io en attempt on tho part of our 

church to ottor 8UgSCstions for a rich and meaningful 

ADVENT S::!AGON. Advent is designetl an a period of 

preparation for Chriotmaa. There are five wor8bip 

service sugccstiono in this booklet ~ • one for each 

of the 4 Sundays of Advent (December 2, 9 , 16, 23)~ 

and for Christonn Day. 

'.Ie sugecet you have an Adven t 'Ireath ~ • You ' ll 

need fiv~ candlo3 and a bit of decoration . Use ono 

C£.ndle as a Christ candle, the other four as symbols 

of the :"'undays of Advent . Center tho Christ candle 

anid the candles t put a little greenery with them and 

you ' ve got an Advent \l1'eath. Be no el aborate or 0.0 

3imple ae you ~lch. 

If you \ro,nt to 1'0110\1 through with color symbol ­

Ism, then usa Il l/hi to candle for tho Chr1:Jt candle and 

purple ( or red) c;mdleB for the other foUl.' . 

Let everyone participate in the devo tiona.ls and 

othor nctivitleo. Adapt these suggestions to fit 

your Olin situat!on. 

'lhece services have been adapted from ones by 

David J ames Randolph , and printed by TIDnlGs. 

Hav C) 0. ,fun , joyCul and mesningful Advent. If you 

do you ' ll :ru.rely not miss Christ at Chrisms. 'lhesc 

pages may help you. 

UNITED Jt::'1HODIST emmCR, Denieon, I n 
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-;-HE WISE 
FIRST SUlIDAY IN ADVENT (December 2) 

rfusic: An old song, liAs With Gladnes3 Men of Old,l 
- - - A neu Eong, ,11b,e N;e of Aquariuc:l e.9 recoreed 

by the Fifth Dimenaion and othera 

,JpriJ2."tu£e.J. To be read aloud, Matthew 2:1,2 

t;edj..~.top.., Advent comea as an invitati on Uto j ow: ­
nay oven unto 1lethlchem to cee thiathing which is 
come to pass . ,I '!he ti:J::st travelers "'hom \/e see as \-1<> 

Bet out on this trip to truth are the \(i80 Hen. 'lh.w 
are looking for the daw of a nCH age, like tbe.t ot' 
Aquarius. The star of love steers them to J esus 
Christ ond the dawning of the age of Jesus Chrict . 
'Ibis J esus will put an end to magic by W1covering the 
'PO",er \,1 thin men to ohape their aIm future . 'lhie is 
the mind's "true lib"ration,l. 

~/e journey \/i th tbe Wise ncn 'then \/e 

Esek the meaning of life. But like them, we must 

"tre..vel all the 'rIay to :Bethlehem 1 tee1f. 11'0 make the 

trip in to discover toot all our lifo is a journey 

':rmm the place we \lere bam to the place \tlerc 

JeBUs Christ is born in us , 

~J!!MiEiL~!. !hLC_~ 

p:a:yeI.:: Dear God, this Advent teach us your truth~ 

10rgive us for all the times ',18 have stopped in the 
::;uburbo of your K.i.ncdom and fallen short of your Hill. 
:'cad us past the quick conclusions aIld the balf 
~ruthB to the heart of life itself. the love you have 
for un. 'l"l-....'1m Ch-t!lt ('1'~ Lord • .'.men. 

http:devotiona.ls


f.~X .~.rr:!,.o~ 
A::lvent, the first season of the Church Year, 

is ~ period of penitence in preparation for the com­
ing of the Kine~ nte liturgical color for Advent i9 
purple. 

Read Genesis 3, verscs ~-13 end Matthow 2, 
verses 1-12. Genesis ouggesta that the beginning of 
\Jisdom 'f/o.U Dot especially favorable . Howover, the 
pe.SDa.ge from tbttheu.indicates that 'f/ie8 men can fol ­
10'.1 their \/isdom to Christ . Can people be too wise 
lor their ovn eood? l..fJlat do you think of the lim.! ts 
of "isdomr 

.Q.U~C!! 
Decorating the Christmas tree can be ODe of 

the joys of tho Christmas season. Uake decorations 
and trilmni.nt:te from wrappi.nge and ribbons, and so on 
that might other\liso be thrOUD. a\lay. 

FA!!I:.L.:r-1:llli. 
The ligbUng of the candles and the worship 

...rill be more .run as more people participate in them. 
The pattern suggested here ought to be adapted to 
your family so that ao many o.s possible cilD te..k:o pa.rt ~ 
I1embers of the family may take turns lighting the 
candlea and doing the dif£erent parts of the service 
from week to \leek. 

Young members of the family may enjoy selec t ­
ing vopule.r rocorda \-shich pick up old themos in n9\/ 

l-I8.ys. ~;ol"leone will meed to see that the candles are 
set in place and that the moans of lighting them aro 
handy, etc. 

Light one candle today , hlo next Sunday and 
so on Wltil they are all lighted on Chris"t:m<w Day. 

HI E: WOR.KE R'i 
~ElJOIID SUNDAY IN ADVElIT 

(Dec. 9) 

lluolc.: An old song, flGo 
Toll It on the rIount­
a.l.n" • 

A neu BOng, flBc..llad 
of Forty Dollars;' as 
recorded by Tom llill. 

~)..£l.'i P	~: to be l.'~J:I...d 
aloud, Luke 2, vel.'ces 
8,9,15 and 20. 

11ed;i.~_tion: 'Dle angels 
appeared to the. shepherds 
when they lIould n"").vQ lap.at 

expected them, in the mdst of their \lork. "e tMLy p1.~­
fer God to visit U3 at a convenient hour, only Ishan 
we aro in church perhaps . lht Cod doeo not stand on 
ceremony and is apt to drop in o.nytime ~ 

It is clear from this account that fai th fol.' 
the '"fiss is a faith for Horkers. norc than this, tho 
fai th of the Hise if.] a fat th that work3 . Christian 
fa!th functions in the field as wel l sa in the forum. 
God is <lI'Jays equally near us, and is re.o.dy anytime: 
to give his power to us. 

]..iJ!!l.t.1!'!!. .the_.'!.."!!.lli 
Prayer: Dear God, you helped the shepherds ace 
their work \/ith nc\! eyes and I/e ask that He may 0.1, .J . 

Help us to aee the constructive poosibilitioo in our 
Hark and in the persons "ith IIhom lie vork. nay \tbat 
',re do in our \lark and in our leisure glorify and 
praise you, through Jesus Chriot our Lord.. Amen. 

fi'roI)Y ;,[£TIOU-----.-- ­
Advent probably g:rows out of the early Christ ­

ian pr.actice of preparing candidates to be received 
into tho fcllO\/Ship of the church. 'l1lel.'e aro alweys 
fo'u' ~d; -'I in .\dv&n 1; , 
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._oad. !cn1cll 9 . 6. '!ho Utle ;'h'ince of P31l0e,I 

io n:.~tu=nlly giV':n to J~!JUS Christ :ho ia t!t.;) fulfil] ­
m"nt of this PJ.'ophocy. Luke 2 .14 io en e~~plicit :refe=:­

no.:! til lleC\.ca nosocieted './ith Chriot' B Dirth. 
,bnt doss it mean to you to c(>~l Chriot tho 

"Kine of l'",cce"l 

9.U'II'.EACI! 

Make or prepare Christmas gifts - they ne~d 
not be elaborate - for somoone you work vi th or fOl' 

your school teacher. Perhaps, it could be something 
which would add a Christmas touch to tho office or the 
class roO!Il. 

Since ChristmaD is about peace, perhaps you 
could attempt to restore a friendship vh1ch has been 
broken or 'lhich has faded.. 

FAllILY. roll 

Today our theme has 'been \1ork and peace. We 
might take extra time today to help with the meal and 
other work around the houee. If you don't think this 
is family fun, just csk mother. 1 

~'iItJ!{!J(L.J­

THI: WEARY 

'ffilllD SUmMY IN ADv::NT (December 16) 

!'fusic: 	 An old song, "0 Come All Ye F&ith!\Jl" 
A ne", BOng, IICro8sroads,I by Don McLean 

Scripturo..,2. To bo read aloud, Luke 2:1-3 

11editation; '!here are many travelers on the road to 
Be'W.eh~m beside thoGe \Jbom wo see olearly . 'lhoy have 
great iJ!lportance b~cau£lo they confront us in our 
wandering and ask, ....here are you got.nc'? 

lUu1, the wanderer, has crossed streams, 
rivers, oceans, end no" outer space itnelf. \lhen Neil 
Armstrong took the step from the ladder which placed 
hie foot upon the moon it was a giant step for IIl2Jl­

kind. 
Nevertheiess, social distancoa ere hard­

er to bridge than sheer space itself. \/hen astronauto 
blasted off for a moon orbit around Cl:u-i!>t;ma.s 1968, a 
',ioux Indian in the Dakotas va tched wi th intense in­
terest. To his daughter he humorously confided, "If 
only my grandfather could have seen this. ~te man 

come. \Ihi te man go". 'Will thc moon be the ultimate 
reservation for minority groups? Or tbo space in 
Wich symbolically at least mon leaJ:n to live \lith 
each other vithout resorvations? 

'!he L~t.iE.£.. ~o!~e_.C!l!l~ 
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!2:~~: Dear God, thank you for t~e achievements of 
man. 'lhank: you for tho giant :ltep you made to~·'al."d us 
in Josus of Nazareth. Forgive us for our aelflshneso , 
our 	meBmless, our ain. Help us to make lJi.ant steps 
toward peace, justice, and reconciliation. leot our 
lIanJering lcC'.d uo not to you but to\:a.:rd a larger lWl­
acy. \'Ie pray thr01.1.en. Jesua Chl..iot . Amen• 

.11\JD_LS.~.~P!~ 
The length of Advent varies from 22 to 28 days, 

and ends on Chr1DtmaS ~e. 

Read froD Firat Chronicles, chapter 29, 
verses 10- 18, oApecially 14-18. Compere with Luke 
2:1- 3 • .lbat response did David make to his condition 
of Handcring as repor.,.ed in Chronicles? How may \/0 

make similar re'Jponse today? 

~CH 
There a1~ atill many wanderers on American 

roads today. lfuere are aome three million "doorstop 
children" - that is, young people uho are auay f'rom 
home "ho \lould not have cnyonc to sign vc.pers for them 
if it \-tcre legr<Ally necessary. 'nlousands of adults are 
in a similar situation . 

Find an agency in your colIlllIWlity 'Which deals 

\/i th thcoe \'Illlldcrera and see what you can do to help. 


PM-lILY FUil 
- .. _0. Vendering can also be a lot of !\tn. 'Ihink of 
the fl'.m1ly tripo you havo taken end enj oyed . rnllni; a ­
bout the travel you wil l be doing thia coming year ­
if there is any gasoline . Plen "ayo in lIhlch youx 
leisure time can be more fruitful for you. 

TI--i E 	vV t (.\1\Y 
,'Otmnl S1rr3lf.Y IN ADV1!.l1T (lJcccmbc,· 23) 

J~I!!£; 	 An ol d SOIlff, "God nest Ye Merry Gentlemen·1 

A netl song, ;IVincent:1 as SWlg by Don 1,tcLaan 
or nOl ' nan River' 

~cripture: To be read aloud, Luke 211 

r: 	 !!.e_dJ..i~.t}.on: We find the weary 00 the r oad to Bethle­
f hem . 1he inevitable, 'Ijust before ChriatmasU \fearinen~ 

hdps us to understand the first Christmas . 1he fa­
.... 	 tigue \/8 feel \!allcing from store to store and carry­

ing parcels muet be something like the fatigue Hary 
and Joseph felt after their journey by foot and 
donkey . 

We will continue to foel thie wearines:3 
eo long as 'tie only go to this store and that shoppin~ 
cen ter. Come to me, J esus said, nnd I "'ill give you 
rest . 

YLh.tj..ll!l: ~'[,!;!!,e,,£,a;ld.1e: 
Prayer.:.. Dear Cod, help us to travel with you. \1e 
are heartily sorry and repent Cor all the times \l8' va 
gone on without you. We realize nO\l that He have not 
made much progress. Help us to travel lIith you all 
tho \lay, may the joy of this journey make the burden 
light. Ve praise you for the : gift of Jesus Christ, 
in \lhom the wisc may lind the fulfillment of their 
intellects, from whom the \olOrkers may ret"..nn praising . 
God, to "hom the \landerers may come, and in whose will 
the weary find rest. I f\ Hia name. Am~n. 
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§.~..;C~X'IION 

Advent means coming in three basic senses: 
a . 'lhe cominG' of Christ in the flesh cOIIlD~lJorated 

at Chriat.m.:l.o. 
b . '!he coming of Chris t in .Jpiri t and in \-lord, aa 

reprosentod throughout tho Chw:ch year. 
c. '!ho comine of Chriot at the end of time in 

Glory. 

Rl'lad Isaiah 5, verses 24-)0 
'lhe proJ,ilet imAgines a day ..,hen no one is 

veary, a day of judgement. Do you believe that that 
"dayll has come in Jesus';' Or is that day of jwigcmc·nt 
to appear when He comca spin! Compare Luke 2:4-7. 

.o=CH 
If you have received a number of Christ:na.s 

carda, think of those in homes and !nstituUons \.,ho 
ru-.ve not . ibooe \lho Bend you cards will surely not 
mind i f you pA.S9 thwn on to lonely people. Or you 
might make cards for them, or you might make come 
kind of simple Chris"bnaa favora . 

F,\I1IJ!L,FUN 
Make posters ',ith iflltel' color3 or crayons 

"hich cxpreS3 the meaning of Christmas for you. 
'lhink: of them IlS a Christmo.o card to the whole \-Iorld . 
Put them up in your home or at school or ""here you 
Hork 01' 	pIny. 

THE 
ClIDIS11lAS DAY 

~ 

1IIIt;)1'OMlD fO)2~~iI]
iflla1.flfZr I2UUI1tn£(.llil 

,...,.-..,-.".."'-
ANSWr:RER 

Mu!li£: 	 An old song, "Joy to the \lorld ll 

A nell song, 1I\,ho Till Ma\ler,1 as sung by 
£d Ames . 

;crinture: 	 To be read aloud. Isaioh 53:1- 6 and 
II Corinthisn. 5:15- 21• 

!!.e5U t 1.4 tion: LIFE:? ~ t Not one quontion but IIlNly" • • 

~' \/HO ~ \fRAT '? \nOl? 
Christmas meana that God has come up 

underneath the questions (Like a root out of dry 
ground, as Isaiah put it) to offer a basin for lifo, 
to support i t tli t h meaning, to open a future . Chriot­
mn,s means that God doesn ' t give an anGHer • • a neat , 
precise, formula. 

He gives an ans\lerer. a person, full of 
pain, and hope, and Himsolf. named JCDU8 

Knm/ing him. we knO\l something bigger 
than the 8JlSl'fexs . Bigger even than the questions . 'lh18 
gift is yours at Christmas. De sure to pick it up at 
your nearest heart . 

Prayer: Ou.r Father, we thank you for all the gifts 
ue have received this day. lbt wo thank you most for 
ate gift of your son, Our Lord and Savior, Josus 

Christ. May our lives become a gift to the world even 
as you have become a gift to us in Jeaus Chrlot our 
Lord, \lhosa birthday we celebrate today. Amen. 



.§l'JEX ~~ON 
December 25 i3 , of course, Christmas lEy. Like 

::aster it is preceded by a time of pen! tence and prep­
aration. l~te is the liturgical color for Christmas. 

Read Exodus 5:1- 8 

11aill.ng a journey of faith i8 en £'.Deient custom 
rooted in the libere.t1on c~:pericncc of th~ children of 
Israel. Ponder the implication of this story of tklses 
and the Pharaoh as 'Ie seek to liberate ourselves from 
the various forces •·hich hold dominion over us today• 

.<m:r REACH 

A NC\1 Year I e Revolution 

'Ihie year instead of makjnlr Ne~1 Year ' s resolu­
tions, uhy not coIllDi t yourself to e. lie.., Ye:u' IB revolu­
tion: Let us coani t ourselves to Christ and pledge 
oursolvcs to change the \forld in his name in the year 
to coc.e . 

Look sensitively at the Horld around you. Where 
are the points of need? \!hat are your resources? How 
can you help? 'Ihrougb study programs at church, home, 
church, find \lays in which you can contribute to the 
solution of the me.jor problems facing the \forld tod.:J.y . 

Ul.'88 organizations you belong to to take some 
pos! tive action. 

FMlILY FUN 

If your family has not already done so, prepare 
a ~r scene . Let each mcnbar bring somothing mean­
in8ful to him. It may be a doll, a special toy, a 
gift of money, etc . Mcl::e thece an offering to Christ 
and have a time of prayer and commi 'b:Jent . 
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